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of Mr.   Giles,   as   the   gentlemen   rose   from   the   dining
table.

Mr. Giles said he would consult his wife, but Lothair
observing he would himself undertake that office, when he
entered the saloon addressed Apollonia. Nothing could be
more skilful than the manner in which Mrs. Giles in this
party assumed precisely the position which equally became
her and suited her own. views ; at the same time the some-
what humble friend, but the trusted counsellor, of the
Towers, she disarmed envy and conciliated consideration.
Never obtrusive, yet always prompt and prepared with un-
failing resource, and gifted apparently with universal
talents, she soon became the recognised medium by which
everything was suggested or arranged; and before eight
and forty hours had passed she was described by Duchesses
and their daughters as that * dear Mrs. Giles/

1 Monsieur Raphael and his sister came down in the traiii
with us,' said Mrs. Giles to Lothair; * the rest of the troupe
will not be here until to-morrow ; but they told me they
could give you a perfect proverbe if your Lordship would
like it; and the Spanish conjuror is here ; but 1 rather
think, from what I gather, that the young ladies would like
a dance.'

' I do not much fancy acting the moment these great
churchmen, have arrived, and with Cardinals and Bishops I
would rather not have dances the first night. I almost wish
we had kept the Hungarian lady for this evening.'

* Shall I send for her ? she is ready.'

' The repetition would be too soon, and would show a
great poverty of resources,' said Lothair smiling; 4 what
we want is some singing.'

'Mardoni ought to have been here to-day,' said Mrs
Giles; ' but he never keeps his engagements.'                   :

' 1 think our amateur materials are rather rich,' saifi
Lothair.